V Z I 

I V\  cs^'\  I 


CttM£5  IN 


HARRIET  M.  SMITH 


p Foreign  Department  s 

H National  Board  of  the  s 

H Young  Womens  Christian  Association  s 

H of  the  United  States  = 

I I q I q I 

iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiuiiniiiiimiimmniiiiitiniiiiiiMiiiiiiiiiHmiliiiiimiiiiiiiiimmiiMiiiiHMmiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiil 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2016 


https://archive.org/details/wherechinacomesiOOsmit 


Where  China 
Comes  In 


AT  are  some  of  the  things  that 


..le  last  few  years  have  brought 
into  the  thinking  of  American  women 
and  girls?  What  are  the  things  we 
are  discussing  these  days  when  we 
come  together  in  our  Clubs  or  our 
Summer  Conferences? 

,We  are  interested  in  community 
problems;  in  social  conditions  and  con- 
ceptions; in  industrial  conditions  es- 
pecially as  they  touch  women  and 
little  children,  in  political  issues.  We 
are  intensely  interested  in  democracy, 
in  the  defining  and  applying  of  it;  we 
are  patriotic  and  we  are  beginning  to 
be  thrilled  by  that  even  greater  appeal, 
the  spirit  of  internationalism  that  is 
abroad.  Most  of  all,  because  it  is 
greatest  of  all  and  inclusive  of  all  the 
rest,  are  we  interested  in  the  establish- 
ment, through  all  these  channels  and 
others  still  undiscovered, — of  the  King- 
dom of  God  here  on  earth’’ 


. ship  that  is  crushing.  Not  one  percent 
^ of  them  are  Christians  or  have  any 
help  or  power  beyond  themselves. 

The  Y.W.C.A.  is  the  one  Christian 
agency  in  China  that  is  working  in  the 
non-Christian  schools.  Friendly  con- 
tacts already  made  make  possible 
further  help.  In  this  time  of  stress 
and  crisis,  picked  women,  acceptable 
to  these  students,  are  being  invited 
into  the  schools  to  give  the  following 
course  of  lectures ; ( i ) Women  Wanted 
(2)  Practical  Service  (3)  Leadership 
(4)  Principles  of  Democracy  (5)  The 
Moral  Basis  of  Patriotism  (6)  Christ 
the  Great  Reformer. 

But  only  a tiny  percent  of  China’s 
more  than  200,000,000  women  are 
represented  in  this  privileged  if  bur- 
dened student  body.  The  vast  ma- 
jority of  Chinese  women  are  still  sub- 
merged in  the  social  system  that  fosters 
n/  illiteracy  and  foot-binding  for  women, 
and  permits  concubinage  and  slavery. 
Think  through  this  to  some  of  the 
social  problems  that  face  a Chinese 
student  returning  to  her  "home  com- 
munity”. In  the  spring  of  iqig  a 
small  but  powerful  group  of  young 


women,  ‘‘returned  students”  educated 
in  America,  all  Christians  and  fired 
with  a desire  for  service,  launched  a 
campaign  to  arouse  public  opinion 
against  all  these  social  evils  together 
with  those  of  gambling  and  the  use  of 
narcotics.  The  secretary  of  this  group 
is  one  of  the  staff  of  our  Chinese  Young 
Womens  Christian  Association  and 
practically  all  of  its  members  are  on 
our  Boards  and  Committees. 

We  speak  of  our  “industrial  revolu- 
tion” but  for  “revolutionizing”  changes 
in  the  lives  of  vast  numbers  of  women 
and  girls  it  cannot  be  compared  with 
that  which  has  begun  and  is  growing 
apace  in  China.  In  the  old  days  every- 
thing was  done  by  hand  and  in  the 
home.  Now,  in  the  great  cotton  mills 
of  Shanghai  more  than  70%  of  the 
thousands  of  employees  are  women 
and  children.  Working  hours,  for  ' 
spinners  are  from  six  in  the  morning  \ 
until  six  in  the  evening  and  from  six  , 
in  the  evening  until  six  in  the  morning.  / 

On  the  weaving  side  the  hours  are  from 
5 130  A.M.  until  7 P.M.  and  the  wages 
are  from  10  to  30  cents  a day.  Hun-  \y 
dreds  of  women  and  girls  are  employed 


also  in  the  silk  filature  mills  "standing 
hour  after  hour  washing  cocoons  in 
basins  of  boiling  water,  their  faces 
blanched  and  dripping  with  perspira- 
tion from  the  excessive  heat  which  is 
necessary  in  the  apartment  where  the 
fine  silk  is  spun." 

Country  girls,  working  in  the  fields; 
girls  growing  up  in  mud  villages  and 
housed  with  the  chickens  and  pigs; 
girls  working  from  dawn  till  dark,  or 
from  dark  till  dawn  in  the  great  mills; 
"poor  little  rich  girls"  shut  in  their 
gilded  homes  that  are  no  homes; 
school-girls  bearing  the  world  on  their 
frail  young  shoulders, — what  is  the 
solution  of  it  all?  What  is  our  solu- 
tion? Shall  we  not  include  them, — 
are  they  not  already  included  in  His 
program  of  Abundant  Life,  for  all? 

Accounts  of  this  National  Awakening  in 
China  led  by  the  students  can  be  found  in 
the  following  magazines : New  Republic  of 
Aug.  6th;  World  To-Morrow  for  Sept,  and 
Association  Monthly  also  for  September. 

“New  LifeCurrentsinChina,''byGamewell. 

Suggest  reading  also  "The  Democratic 
Movement  in  Asia"  by  Dennett  and  "China 
and  the  World  War"  by  Wheeler. 


The  Young  Womens  Christian 
Associations  of  China 


National  Committee, 

6 1 Range  Road,  Shanghai 

STAFF 

Grace  L.  Coppock,  General  Secretary 
Elcy  T.  McCausey,  Sec'y  to  General  Sec'y 
Rosalee  Venable — City  work 
Daisy  Brown — Bible  study 

Dept,  of  Physical  Education 
Abby  Shaw  Mayhew 
Dr.  Clara  Sargent — Health  Programs 

Normal  Physical  Training  School 
Ada  Grafsill 
Alice  Huie 
Eda  L.  Redo 

Forward  Evangelistic  Committee 
Ruth  Paxon 

Office  Committee 
Margaret  F.  MacKinlay 
Freeda  Boss  (on  leave) 

Harriet  M.  Preston 
Publication  and  Publicity  Committee 
Ruth  Linn  Fraser 
Student  Department 
Harriet  M.  Smith  (on  furlough) 

Anna  Seesholtz 
Sophia  H.  Most 

Local  Centers — City  Associations 

Canton — Missions  Building,  Y.W.C.A. 

Adelia  Dodge — Acting  General  Sec'y 
Jean  G.  Paxton  (on  leave) — General  Sec'y 
Elsie  Anderson 
Changsha 

Maud  Russell  (on  leave) 


Foochow — Black  Rock  Hill 
Helen  Harshaw 

Grace  Steinbeck — Field  Student  Sec’y 
for  Fukien  Province 
Gertrude  Steel-Brooke 

Hangchow  Y.M.C.A.,  c/o  Mr.  E.  E.  Barnett 
Genevieve  Lowry 
Margaret  Mack 

Mukden 

Ruth  Agnes  Hoople 
Bess  Graham 

Nanking 
Elizabeth  Durfee 
Shanghai — 1 1 A Quinsan  Road 
Jane  S.  Ward,  General  Sec'y 
Edith  Sawyer 
Tientsin — Rue  Dillon 

Edith  M.  Wells,  General  Sec'y 
Evelyn  Derry — Physical  Director 
Carolyn  E.  March 

Catharine  Vance — Field  Student  Sec'y 
for  North  China 
Ruth  M.  White 

(Sailed  September  4,  iqiq) 


Peking 

Theresa  Severin — General  Secretary 
Lilly  K.  Haass  (on  leave) 

Alice  C.  Holmes 
Hazel  Myers 
Katharine  U.  Williams 

Language  Study 
Maybelle  Danuser 
Marion  Beers 
Charlotte  Neely 
Hester  Carter 
Helen  J . Scott 
Nellie  Davis 
Caroline  Huie 
Martha  Job 


Harriet  Rietveld 
Elizabeth  Wetherell 
Elizabeth  Wright 
Ethel  Hartley 
Daisy  Brown 


